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posed to the administrative reforms effected by Burke,
the parliamentary reforms advocated by Fox, and the
religious reforms adumbrated by Pitt and Canning.
Perhaps the most noteworthy fact about him is that
he was the first man to become Prime Minister direct
from the ranks of the middle class. His father, Anthony
Addington, had been a successful physician of Reading
* and London : he had regularly ministered to the great
Earl of Chatham and his family, and had occasionally
been consulted by the King. His pleasant bedside
manner, combined with his skill in getting the gout out
of Chatham's feet and the lunacy out of George's head
—had commended him to his illustrious patients, and
had enabled him to further the fortunes of his son
Henry. Henry became the intimate friend of the young
William Pitt, who was two years his junior. Pitt,
having become Prime Minister, procured a seat for
Addington at Devizes in the great election of 1784, and
he became one of Pitt's most trusty supporters during
the whole of his long ministry. When he had secured
admission to the presence of the King, the mediocrity
of his mind, the agreeableness of his person, and the
profundity of his prejudices soon won him a high place
in George's favour. Since he did not shine in debate,
he was pleased in 1789 to be appointed Speaker of the
House of Commons, the duties of which office he per-
formed excellently well until the time of his elevation
to the place of Prime Minister. In 1801 he was em-
ployed by the King to try to persuade Pitt to withdraw
his proposals for Catholic Emancipation. He, of course,
failed to do so, and, having failed, he was quite pre-
pared to listen to the joint proposal of his two masters
that he should, until the Irish trouble had blown over,
occupy the office of Prime Minister. He humbly ad-
mitted that he was only Mr. Pitt's locum tenens.
The Cabinet which Addington got together in
March, 1801, was a collection of nonentities: it became
known as ** the Ministry of none of the talents."

